ALPINE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Guidelines for School Placement of Custody Students

General Policies:  Several laws, policies and procedures govern placement of custody students (DCFS, DJJS) in schools.  Custody students in Alpine School District shall be referred to the offices of Alpine Summit Programs for consideration of school placement.  Students may not be enrolled directly in any Alpine District school without clearance from the Director of Summit or his designee.  It is the policy of the Utah State Office of Education and Alpine Summit Programs to admit students to classes within five school days following a request for enrollment with all necessary information provided.  It is also policy that students be placed in the least restrictive environment and most effective setting that is appropriate and possible.  School choice will be honored where possible.  Special education services are available for qualifying students.  Students who have been expelled from another school district may be excluded from Alpine School District.

Placement decisions shall be based on where the best educational program for each student will be, as well as maintaining safety and order in schools.  For 9th through 12th grade students, graduation status will be a primary factor in placement.

Placement decisions will be made by Summit Administrative/Counseling Staff in consultation with students, parents/guardians, or other agency personnel. Guardians may appeal placement decisions, first to the Director of Summit Programs and then if needed, to an administrative hearing panel at Alpine School District.  

Options for school placement:
            


Location      









Level of Restrictiveness

      - Mainstream (neighborhood) Schools





Least  -  Level 1

      - Summit High, Summit Middle School         


Moderate  - Level 2

      - Out of school placement (including home)        

Most – Level 3 

*Students will be placed at a Level 1 school who: 


-have a history of regular attendance with no truancy during the most recent semester of school.


-have acceptable grades from a mainstream school during the most recent semester of school, including

  a 2.0 GPA with not more than one failing grade.

-have received at least 85% of available credit during the most recent semester.

-have demonstrated the ability to show good citizenship at school during the most recent semester as

  evidenced by positive peer relationships, lack of administrative referrals and/or safe school violations.

-agree to cooperate with a Summit mentor where such service appears warranted.

-are of elementary age with no evidence of severely disruptive behavior or safe school violations.

*Students will be placed at a Level 2 school where: 

-the criteria for Level 1 placement have not been met.

-a parent/guardian request for such service is made in lieu of Level 1 placement and Level 2 placement

    appears appropriate for the student.

-information about the criteria for Level 1 placement cannot be located.

*Students will be placed at a Level 3 status only when a Level 1 or Level 2 placement is not appropriate. 

*Students will not be cleared for placement at East Shore High School, without a clarifying letter from a case manager, because of the lack of success custody students have had in earning credit there.  (Students there typically earn less than 10% of the credit earned by students at mainstream and Summit sites.)

Changes in placement may be made as warranted by changes in the placement criteria.  In all cases where a site change is involved, the change should occur at the beginning of a school year where possible, otherwise at the beginning of 2nd semester.  In some cases a change at 2nd quarter might be warranted where the students would be able to attend that new site for the remainder of a school year.  Changes at the beginning of 4th quarter are not recommended.  Moving into mainstream settings at other times during the year is not advisable. 

